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On the morning of Jan. 30, 50 inmates attempted to escape a prison in downtown Santiago through
a 100-yard tunnel. Among the escapees were several persons convicted of attempting to assassinate
Gen. Augusto Pinochet in September 1986, and responsible for the deaths of five bodyguards.
Police said six of the escapees were apprehended, and one was found stuck in the tunnel's mouth.
According to national prison system director Horacio Ojeda, the escapees were all "subversives,"
many members of the Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front (FPMR) charged with the ambush against
Pinochet, and with smuggling weaponry into Chile in 1986. AFP reported that police had said about
half the escapees were "very dangerous criminals," while relatives of the prisoners said nearly
all of the 49 who escaped (at least briefly) were leftist political prisoners. Security forces armed
with automatic weapons and dogs searched and detained hundreds of pedestrians. Numerous
helicopters flew over the city with blazing searchlights scanning the streets and avenues for
fugitives. A man identifying himself as one of the prisoners telephoned the media and said that
he and his colleagues had escaped, "exercising the legitimate right to liberty and rebellion against
a shameful tyranny...After several years of unjust imprisonment, of systematic violations of the
right to life, of contempt for our fundamental rights and of brutal torture, we have recovered our
liberty today." Among the escaped prisoners, the rebel spokesperson said, were 13 FPMR members
charged with the 1986 attempt against Pinochet. Ten were sentenced to death and three to life
imprisonment. Escapees identified by the FPMR included Alfredo Malbrich, Victor Diaz Caro,
brothers Mauricio and Arnaldo Arenas Rojas, Juan Moreno Avila, and Claudio Molina Donoso.
The FPMR statement called on the International Red Cross, human rights organizations, diplomats
and relatives of political prisoners to prevent the military government from taking reprisals against
prisoners still in the jail. On Jan. 31, a judge was given full powers to investigate the escape and a
police committee organized a dragnet and raids while increasing security along Chile's borders and
around diplomatic offices. The prison director was removed. An FPMR spokesperson said that the
tunnel that took a year to dig went under about half of the prison, crossed a wide avenue and went
over the dome of the concrete metro tunnel. (Basic data from AP, 01/30/90; AFP, Xinhua, 01/31/90)
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